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3 Travel
Awards,

Totaling $1500
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O U R  M I S S I O N

Connect students to research mentors and opportunities aligned with their interests. 

Foster a culture of academic engagement through research and scholarly activities.

Formalize undergraduate research and creative endeavors as a key component of the

educational experience at West Virginia University.

Aid faculty members in supporting undergraduate research activities.

The Office of Undergraduate Research seeks to enhance academic excellence through

undergraduate research and creative efforts.

352 RAP Students 

414 WVU
Students

Presented at 4 
 Symposia

Students
Enrolled in 979

Research-
Based Courses 

46 Awards to
Students at

Research
Symposia

79 SURE Students 
54 Refereed

Publications with
Undergraduate

Authors

2 New
Beckman
Scholars
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J O R D A N  M E A N S
I M M U N O L G Y  A N D  
M E D I C A L  M I C R O B I O L O G Y

R A P W V - I N B R E
F I R S T 2

N E T W O R K
A M E R I -
C O R P S

G I L M A N
S C H O L A R

C A R N E G I E
F O U N D A T I O N

S U M M I T

R I L E Y  K L U G
A R T  H I S T O R Y

K I N G S L Y  J O N A T H O N
B I O M E D I C A L  E N G I N E E R I N G

S U R E
UGR

 RESEARCH
AMBASSADOR

R A P

" [ R A P  h a s ]  g i v e n  m e  g r e a t  f o u n d a t i o n s  t o  b e c o m e  a  b e t t e r
r e s e a r c h e r . . . [ b e f o r e  R A P ,  I ]  r e a l l y  h a d  n o  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h

a n y t h i n g  r e s e a r c h  r e l a t e d .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  h e l p e d  m e  d i v e  d e e p e r
i n t o  a  f o c u s  a r e a  t h a t  I  h a d n ’ t  r e a l l y  e x p l o r e d  b e f o r e  n o w ,  a n d  I

g e n u i n e l y  l o v e  i t .  I  c a n n o t  w a i t  t o  c o n t i n u e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e
P r e - C o l o m b i a n  o c a r i n a s  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  w h i c h  a r e  n o w  t h e

f o c u s  o f  m y  r e s e a r c h  w i t h  R A P . "

" F o r  a l m o s t  3  y e a r s  I  w o r k e d  o n  a  p r o j e c t  i n v o l v i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s
w i t h  a u t i s m ,  m e a s u r i n g  t h e i r  s e n s o r y  i n t e g r a t i o n  t o  p r o v e  t h a t
t h e y  a r e  a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  o t h e r  r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s .  N o w  f o r
m y  s e n i o r  y e a r  I ’ m  w o r k i n g  w i t h  v i r t u a l  r e a l i t y  t o  d e s i g n  a  n e w

f o r m  o f  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y . "

R A P

J o r d a n  s t a r t e d  i n  R A P  a s  a  f r e s h m a n  a n d
s i n c e  t h e n  s o  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  h a v e  o p e n e d

u p  f o r  h e r .  S h e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  p a v e  t h e  w a y
t o w a r d  h e r  f u t u r e  a s p i r a t i o n s  w h i l e  h e l p i n g
u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  s t u d e n t s ,  l i k e  h e r ,  a l o n g

t h e  w a y .



R E S E A R C H  A P P R E N T I C E S H I P
P R O G R A M  ( R A P )

G E T T I N G  S T A R T E D  I N  R E S E A R C H P A G E  0 5

The Research Apprenticeship Program (RAP) is a multidisciplinary undergraduate research

experience designed for students who are new to college and have limited research

experience. RAP is a two-semester program with two different components (see diagram

below). RAP connects students with mentors and provides direct support to new researchers

through a course (HONR 297). RAP reaches out across campus to develop a diverse pool of

mentors and mentees working in any discipline. Since it was implemented in 2017, RAP has

included a growing number of participants.

https://undergraduateresearch.wvu.edu/research-opportunities/wvu-opportunities/research-apprenticeship-programs


R E S E A R C H  O N  R A P  B Y  R A P
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P R E S I D E N T I A L  S T U D E N T  A M B A S S A D O R S  ( P S A S )

PSAs are a group of 10 students selected each year by the University to promote the values and ideals of WVU and to

share their Mountaineer passion and pride with others. In 2021, five out of 10 PSAs were students who participated in

RAP. The integration of RAP students into the PSA program has helped to share the benefits of participating in

undergraduate research to other students. Hear what PSAs have to say about undergraduate research!

Ubolrat Piamjariyakul, Tina Antill Keener, Angel Smothers, Stephanie Young, Saima Shafique, Serenity McDill

(RAP Student),Karissa Keech (RAP Student),Trisha Petitte, Cinthia Pacheco (RAP Director). Mentoring

undergraduate nursing students in palliative home care research. 2021. Teaching and Learning in Nursing 4: 21-

40. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.teln.2021.05.001

Supporting Underrepresented Students in a Multidisciplinary Undergraduate Research Program. CUR Conference -

Centering Diversity, Equity + Inclusion in Undergraduate Research + Creative Activity. Presenters: Carinna

Ferguson (RAP Graduate Teaching Assistant), Cinthia Pacheco (RAP Director), Paige Zalman (RAP Coordinator).

Supporting the participation of incoming freshman students in undergraduate research. WV Science Teachers

Association (WVSTA) Annual Conference. Presenter: Cinthia Pacheco (RAP Director)

M A C K E N Z I E  B A R R
S P R I N G  2 0 2 1  R A P  G R A D U A T E

RAP helps students like Mackenzie reach their

career goals.  Mackenzie is majoring in Exercise

Physiology and plans to pursue a career in

Physical Therapy.  She started preparing herself to

pursue her goal even before starting college. She

participated in the First2 Summer Research

Immersion experience before starting at WVU in

fall of 2020. During her freshman year Mackenzie

participated in RAP and recently won the

Appalachian Health Career Scholarship for the

2021-2022 academic year. The scholarship funds

Appalachian students seeking education in health

or a health‐related field.

 - R A P  C O N T I N U E D -

https://ambassadors.wvu.edu/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLulK2-r5o2JE_vL49S6nJQz2AWjQOsg6E
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLulK2-r5o2JE_vL49S6nJQz2AWjQOsg6E
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.teln.2021.05.001
https://cedik.ca.uky.edu/app-health-scholarship
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W V U  S U M M E R  U N D E R G R A D U A T E
 R E S E A R C H  E X P E R I E N C E  ( S U R E )

WVU SURE is a chance for advanced undergraduate researchers to spend 8 weeks of their

summer working full-time on a mentored research project. Through generous funding from WV

Higher Education Policy Commission’s Division of Science and Research along with funding

committed by several departments across campus, SURE provides students with a $4000

stipend plus an additional $200-500 for enrichment activities. Facilitated research, trainings,

workshops, career mentoring seminars, and research presentations (i.e., Summer

Undergraduate Research Symposium) improve participants’ understanding of the research

enterprise and the value of continuing their education post-undergraduate. In 2021, SURE

supported 80 undergraduate researchers. To date, we are aware of 138 publications with

SURE participants as undergraduate co-authors. WVU SURE Site has been continuously funded

since 2005. 

https://undergraduateresearch.wvu.edu/research-opportunities/wvu-opportunities/summer-undergraduate-research-experience-sure
https://westvirginiaresearch.org/
https://undergraduateresearch.wvu.edu/research-opportunities/wvu-opportunities/summer-undergraduate-research-experience-sure


W V U  H O S T E D  N S F - R E U  S I T E S

In summer 2021, WVU hosted a residential, immersive STEM research experience for first-

generation and underrepresented rising freshmen from rural areas. Thirteen participants and

four undergraduate research mentors worked on research projects in water quality,

neuroscience, metal-catalyzed coupling reactions, and biometrics. The program was supported

by First2 Network, one of eight NSF INCLUDES alliances funded nationwide that aims to

improve the early persistence of rural, first-generation STEM college students in their majors

across West Virginia. The summer experience was highlighted in WVU Today.

F I R S T 2  I M M E R S I O N

C H E M I S T R Y R O B O T I C S A S T R O P H Y S I C S P S Y C H O L O G Y

A D D I T I O N A L  W V U  S U M M E R  S I T E S

W V U  C A N C E R  I N S T I T U T E
( W V U C I )  S U M M E R

R E S E A R C H  F E L L O W S H I P

WVU now hosts four National Science Foundation-Funded Research Experiences for Undergraduates

(NSF-REUs). Each experience supports undergraduate students primarily from other institutions to

come to WVU for a summer of intensive research. Students are offered a summer stipend and an

opportunity to conduct research in STEM departments at WVU.

S U M M E R
U N D E R G R A D U A T E  V I S I O N
R E S E A R C H  F E L L O W S H I P

P R O G R A M

S U M M E R  R E S E A R C H  A C T I V I T I E S P A G E  0 8

M D / P H D  S U M M E R
R E S E A R C H  I N T E R N S H I P  

WVU 2021 WVUCI Fellows

https://first2network.org/
https://first2network.org/
https://www.includesnetwork.org/about-us/who-we-are
https://wvutoday.wvu.edu/stories/2021/07/21/summer-immersion-experience-opening-stem-doors-at-wvu-for-incoming-first-generation-underrepresented-students
https://wvutoday.wvu.edu/stories/2021/07/21/summer-immersion-experience-opening-stem-doors-at-wvu-for-incoming-first-generation-underrepresented-students
https://undergraduateresearch.wvu.edu/research-opportunities/wvu-opportunities/reu-site-research-in-chemistry-at-wvu
https://robotics.wvu.edu/nsf-reu-site
https://gwac.wvu.edu/reu
https://www.psyc-reu-wvu.com/
https://hsc.wvu.edu/resoff/research/health-sciences-undergraduate-research/undergraduate-research-opportunities/wvu-cancer-institute-summer-undergraduate-research-program/
https://hsc.wvu.edu/resoff/research/health-sciences-undergraduate-research/undergraduate-research-opportunities/wvu-cancer-institute-summer-undergraduate-research-program/
https://hsc.wvu.edu/resoff/research/health-sciences-undergraduate-research/undergraduate-research-opportunities/wvu-cancer-institute-summer-undergraduate-research-program/
https://beta.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/research-experiences-undergraduates-reu
https://medicine.hsc.wvu.edu/eye/research/vision-research/summer-undergraduate-vision-research-fellowship-program/
https://www.hsc.wvu.edu/resoff/graduate-education/phd-programs/mdphd-scholars-program/mdphd-summer-research-internship/
https://www.hsc.wvu.edu/resoff/graduate-education/phd-programs/mdphd-scholars-program/mdphd-summer-research-internship/


A 2021 Graduate, Savannah was
named WVU's 2021 Newman Civic
Fellow.
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MOUNTAINEER UNDERGRADUATE 
RESEARCH REVIEW (MURR)

MURR is WVU's own student-led undergraduate research journal, training the next generation

of scholars, scientists, artists and writers since 2014. MURR advances opportunities for WVU

students by providing an outlet for publishing scholarly and creative works while deepening

their engagement within their field of study. By contributing to MURR, serving on its editorial

board, and in its leadership, students play an active and critical role in reinforcing WVU’s

reputation as a very high-research-intensive land grant university. MURR, Vol. 6, Issue 1 was

released in Spring 2021. Below we highlight successes of MURR's Editorial Review Board.

J E F F R E Y  P E T T Y
F O R M E R  E D I T O R - I N - C H I E F

S A V A N N A H  H A Y S
S T E M  R E V I E W E R

T E A G A N  K U Z N I A R
E D I T O R - I N - C H I E F

Since his graduation in 2021,
Jeffrey has accepted a position as
an editorial coordinator with the
American Association for the
Advancement of Science (AAAS).

Teagan was named WVU's 2021
Udall Scholar.  This year, Teagan
aims to increase the inclusivity of
MURR as an undergraduate
research journal and expand its
reach to other institutions within
West Virginia. 

W R E N  K I N G
M A N A G I N G  E D I T O R

Wren was selected to serve as an
associate editor of NCHC's
undergraduate research jounral,
URecA.

H e a d  S e c t i o n  E d i t o r s :
G w e n d o l y n  N u r k i e w i c z  a n d
J u l e a n  B e n d e r  

D e s i g n  E d i t o r :  C a i t l y n
W i l c z e k  

S T E M  e d i t o r s :  A a r o n
M a l k o w s k i ,  E l l e n a  G e m m e n ,
a n d  R a c h e l  W i n s l e t t

H A S S  E d i t o r s :  A l e x  D e a n ,
E m i l y  O g d e n ,  J o r d a n
P e y t o n ,  a n d  K a i l e y  B a s h a m

C o p y  E d i t o r :  K a l e y  V e s t a l

T y p e s e t t e r s :  D a v i d  S o k o l o v ,
G w e n d o l y n  N u r k i e w i c z ,
J e f f r e y  P e t t y ,  a n d  T e a g a n
K u z n i a r

https://undergraduateresearch.wvu.edu/present-and-publish/murr
https://researchrepository.wvu.edu/murr/vol6/iss1/
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U G R  A M B A S S A D O R S
UGR Ambassadors are advanced undergraduate researchers and committed students that are

passionate about increasing research opportunities for students in the WVU community. UGR

Ambassadors seek to enhance the undergraduate experience at WVU by capitalizing on their

firsthand experiences with research. UGR Ambassadors communicate the value of

undergraduate research at events such as Discover WVU Day and WVU Junior Preview Day,

promote UGR programming by tabling in the Mountainlair and other on-campus spaces, and

provide programmatic support during our undergraduate research symposia and in Introduction

to Research courses hosted by the RAP program.

The Undergraduate Research Association is a student organization for aspiring researchers

involved in undergraduate research. The organization operates in partnership with the WVU Office

of Undergraduate Research, helping to promote and support activities such as networking events,

workshops, and student opportunities. Membership in 2021 included approximately 30 students

led by some of our most accomplished student researchers including Rachel Morris (president),

Alex Dean (Vice President), Melina McCabe (Secretary), Abigail Jones (Treasurer) and Morgan

Glass (Recruitment).

https://undergraduateresearch.wvu.edu/community/research-ambassadors
https://wvuengage.wvu.edu/organization/ura


S T U D E N T  P U B L I C A T I O N S

C A T H E R I N E  B L A C K W O O D
B I O L O G Y

J O R D A N  B .  B A R N E Y
B I O L O G Y

B R E N N A  G .  C O L E
G E O L O G Y
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One of the most exciting outcomes of undergraduate research is when students publish their work in refereed

publications. These publications represent significant advancements in their fields of study and pave the way for future

successes in applying to graduate or professional school. Here we highlight some of the more than 50 publications

with undergraduate authorship in 2020 (faculty reporting occurs at year's end).

G I L L I A N  W A N O S K Y
J O U R N A L I S M
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R E S E A R C H  S Y M P O S I A
The Office of Undergraduate Research hosts three research symposia at WVU each year

(spring, summer and fall). These symposia are an opportunity for students to communicate

their work and receive feedback from peers, mentors, graduate students and faculty. For many

students, presenting their research, scholarly, or creative activities is the culmination of years

of work and represents a major leap from student to professional.

5 T H  A N N U A L  S P R I N G
S Y M P O S I U M

1 3 T H  A N N U A L  S U M M E R
S Y M P O S I U M

4 T H  A N N U A L  F A L L
S Y M P O S I U M

The Spring Symposium, held virtually on April

17, 2021, featured 50 oral presentations,

three visual and performing arts presentations,

and  99 poster presentations. All presentations

included synchronous commenting and can be

viewed on YouTube. 

The Summer Symposium, held virtually on July

29, 2021, featured presentations from WVU’s

SURE participants in addition to participants of

other summer undergraduate research programs

from WVU and  from other higher education

institutions throughout West Virginia. There

were 23 oral presentations, which were held

synchronously on Zoom and 97 poster

presentations, which included synchronous

commenting and can be viewed on YouTube. 

The Fall Symposium, held at the Mountainlair

on December 4, 2021, was UGR’s first in-

person symposium since fall 2019. A poster

session featured 59 students involved in RAP,

Honors EXCEL, and other research endeavors

across WVU, followed by four oral presentation

sessions with 21 presenters.

https://undergraduateresearchsymposia.wvu.edu/past-symposia/spring-2021
https://undergraduateresearchsymposia.wvu.edu/past-symposia/summer-2021
https://undergraduateresearch.wvu.edu/present-and-publish/presentation-opportunities/fall-undergraduate-research-symposium
https://undergraduateresearchsymposia.wvu.edu/past-symposia/spring-2021
https://undergraduateresearchsymposia.wvu.edu/past-symposia/summer-2021
https://undergraduateresearch.wvu.edu/present-and-publish/presentation-opportunities/fall-undergraduate-research-symposium
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Our office provides up to $500 of competitive travel funding for approximately 10 student

researchers each year. Travel funding offsets the costs associated with attendance and

presentation (oral or poster) of research or creative work at national or regional discipline

specific conferences. Many spring and summer conferences were cancelled due to the

pandemic, and students were unable to participate. As conference travel resumed late in the

year, we were able to support three students to present at national level conferences, Giana

Loretta, Karissa Gautier and Macie Joyce.

Each year, WVU undergraduates showcase their research and creative works to West Virginia lawmakers and the

general public at the statewide Undergraduate Research Day at the Capitol (URDC) event. This event gives

lawmakers a glimpse of the value of continuing to fund West Virginia academic institutions in both educational

and research endeavors. The 2021 event was held virtually and included presentations from 46 WVU

undergraduates from a variety of disciplines including biochemistry, biology, community health, computer

science, education, engineering, geosciences, history, immunology and medical microbiology, Native American

studies, psychology, and social work. 

U N D E R G R A D U A T E  R E S E A R C H  D A Y  
A T  T H E  C A P I T O L  ( U R D C )

42 students attended from the WVU campus and and 4 students attended from the WVU Institute of Technology

campus.

https://undergraduateresearch.wvu.edu/whats-new/2021/02/26/forty-six-west-virginia-university-students-to-take-part-in-undergraduate-research-day-at-the-capitol
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Since 1987, NCUR has served as the Council on Undergraduate Research’s signature undergraduate research

event. NCUR is dedicated to promoting and celebrating undergraduate research and creative endeavors in all

fields and from undergraduates attending institutions nationwide. Students are competitively selected to present

their work in forms such as oral, poster, or visual and performing arts. Originally scheduled to take place at

California State University in Longbeach, California, the 2021 event was held virtually due to COVID-19. Five WVU

students contributed presentations in 2021. 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH (NCUR)

Abrianne Andlinger (biology major from Moundsville, WV) was WVU’s

sixth consecutive student representative at the Council on

Undergraduate Research’s 25th annual Posters on the Hill (POH) event.

POH selection  is  highly competitive. Typically, only one student per

state is invited to present and meet congressional staff members,

federal government officials and representatives from federal funding

agencies. 

Abreanne Andlinger and Sadie Bergeron, Examining Essential

Transcription Factor Networks for Neurodevelopment in Zebrafish Link to

Abreanne’s presentation | 2021 Press Release

POSTERS ON THE HILL (POH)

D A N I E L
P R I C E ,

G E O L O G Y  

D E V I N  K E L L Y ,
B I O C H E M I S T R Y  

J E S S I C A
H O G B I N ,

H I S T O R Y  

R A M  Z A V E R I ,
C O M P U T E R

S C I E N C E

W R E N  K I N G ,
S O C I O L O G Y  +
S O C I A L  W O R K

A B S T R A C T A B S T R A C T A B S T R A C T

A B S T R A C T A B S T R A C T

https://www.cur.org/what/events/students/ncur/
https://www.cur.org/what/events/students/poh/
https://www.cur.org/what/events/students/posters_on_the_hill__abreanne_andlinger/
https://eberly.wvu.edu/news-events/eberly-news/2021/04/29/wvu-student-selected-to-present-research-to-u-s-congress
https://apps.cur.org/ncur2021/search/Display_NCUR.aspx?id=111220
https://apps.cur.org/ncur2021/search/Display_NCUR.aspx?id=111161
https://apps.cur.org/ncur2021/search/Display_NCUR.aspx?id=111099
https://apps.cur.org/ncur2021/search/Display_NCUR.aspx?id=111333
https://apps.cur.org/ncur2021/search/Display_NCUR.aspx?id=110702


B E C K M A N  S C H O L A R S
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The Office of Undergraduate Research actively pursues funding to support undergraduate

research and creative endeavors. In June 2019, WVU was one of 12 institutions nation-wide

awarded a grant from the Arnold and Mabel Beckman Foundation to fund a Beckman Scholars

Program at WVU. This award provides six high-achieving students with the opportunity to

engage in 15-months of continuous, immersive research, full-time for two summers and part-

time for one academic year. Selected students earn the title of Beckman Scholars and receive

$21,000 of funding (stipend and supply/travel). Their faculty research mentors also receive

$5,000 to be used in support of the Beckman Scholars’ research projects. Read more about

our Beckman Scholars below.

J A C K I E  A R N O L D

C H E M I C A L  E N G I N E E R I N G

A B I G A I L  J O N E S

B I O C H E M I S T R Y

A senior, Honors College student, started researching

with the Department of Neuroscience in the first

semester of her freshman year. She joined the RAP

during her second semester and began working in her

faculty mentor Cerasela Zoica Dinu’s laboratory in the

Chemical and Biomedical Engineering Department. Her

research focuses on finding the right synthetic

environments for enzymes to behave in the ways they

should, some of which have potential applications in

healthcare, such as biosensors to help patients with

diabetes monitor their glucose levels.

A junior, Honors College student with a minor in

psychology, got started in research after Dr. Daniel

Panaccione spoke to her freshman orientation class

about research opportunities at WVU. It sparked her

interest, so she asked Panaccione if his lab was hiring

and interviewed for a position there two days later. In

Panaccione’s lab, Jones works with ergot alkaloids,

chemicals that can kill insects, or, when modified, can

be used in pharmaceuticals. 

https://www.beckman-foundation.org/
https://undergraduateresearch.wvu.edu/research-opportunities/wvu-opportunities/beckman-scholars-program
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The COVID-19 pandemic has underscored the need for biomedical research, particularly in immunology. The

Department of Microbiology, Immunology and Cell Biology internship offers students in the Immunology and Medical

Microbiology Program vital experience in cutting edge research projects in microbiology, infectious diseases,

immunology, neuro-immunology, vaccinology, cancer cell biology, and molecular biology. Students begin their projects

as sophomores and are supported to develop and conduct an independent research project for two years. Each

summer, the students present their research at the Summer Undergraduate Research Symposium. Students also

present their work at regional and national scientific conferences. In 2021, six junior and six seniors participated in

the two year program. 

In 2020, the National Institutes of Health awarded WVU a $1.7 million, five-year R25 training grant to establish the

Appalachian Gerontology Experiences - Advancing Diversity in Aging Research Scholars Program project to provide

training and research experiences for underrepresented students in medical and STEM fields seeking a future career

in health disparities and aging research. Led by Dr. Julie Hicks Patrick (Psychology), the program selected its first

cohort of 19 sophomores and juniors in 2021 to participate in intensive hands-on research through this two-year paid

program.

http://medicine.wvu.edu/immunology-and-medical-microbiology/internships-and-research-opportunities/
https://medicine.hsc.wvu.edu/News/Story?headline=immb-internship-program-highlight
https://age-adar.wvu.edu/
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Eleven undergraduate students in physics, neuroscience, engineering, and mechanical and aerospace engineering

were awarded NASA Space Grant Consortium Fellowships in 2021. This $1,000 award is supported by the student’s

home department ($500) and matched with funds from the NASA WV Space Grant Consortium ($500). The research

opportunities were made possible by NASA Grant and Cooperative Agreement # 80NSSC20M0055

West Virginia IDeA Network of Biomedical Research Excellence Program,

funded by a NIH Institutional Development Award (IDeA), seeks to enhance

the capacity of select institutions of higher education in West Virginia to

educate and train their faculty and students in biomedical research. WV-

INBRE selected four West Virginia University HSTA scholars as biomedical

research interns for the 2021-2022 academic year. All interns are funded for

25 weeks of research during the academic year and will present their

research at the 20th Annual WV-INBRE Summer Research symposium at the

Waterfront Hotel & Conference Center in Morgantown, WV in July 2022.

-  M A R K  L I C A T A ,
A E R O S P A C E  E N G I N E E R I N G

" W I T H  T H E  N A S A  S P A C E  G R A N T ,  I  W A S
A B L E  T O  B U I L D  A  R O C K E T  G L I D E R
P R O T O T Y P E .  T H E  G O A L  O F  T H I S
P R O J E C T  W A S  T O  E X P L O R E  A
D I F F E R E N T  R O C K E T  R E C O V E R Y
M E T H O D . . . T H I S  P R O J E C T
I N V E S T I G A T E D  T H E  I D E A  O F
D E P L O Y A B L E  W I N G S  T H A T  W O U L D
D E P L O Y  A T  A P O G E E  A N D  A L L O W  T H E
R O C K E T  T O  G L I D E  B A C K  T O  E A R T H .
T H E  R O C K E T  A L S O  H A D  R A D I O -
C O N T R O L L E D  S E R V O S  T H A T  W O U L D
C O N T R O L  T H E  R O C K E T  A S  I T  G L I D E D .
T H R O U G H  T H I S  R E S E A R C H ,  I  G A I N E D
V A L U A B L E  E X P E R I E N C E  I N  D E S I G N  A N D
M A N U F A C T U R I N G . "

https://www.wvspacegrant.org/
http://www.wv-hsta.org/
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M E N T O R  A W A R D S
W V U  U G R  c o n f e r s  F a c u l t y  A w a r d s  f o r  D i s t i n c t i o n  i n  M e n t o r i n g
U n d e r g r a d u a t e s  i n  R e s e a r c h  e a c h  y e a r .  W e  o f f e r  a w a r d s  i n  t h e
c a t e g o r i e s  o f  P h y s i c a l  S c i e n c e s  &  T e c h n o l o g y ,  H u m a n i t i e s  &  t h e
A r t s ,  B e h a v i o r a l  &  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s ,  a n d  B i o s c i e n c e s  &  H e a l t h
S c i e n c e s .  A w a r d s  a r e  m a d e  a t  W V U ’ s  A n n u a l  F a c u l t y  a n d  S t a f f
R e c o g n i t i o n  C e r e m o n y .  R e a d  m o r e  a b o u t  o u r  2 0 2 1  A w a r d e e s  b e l o w .

M A T T H E W  K A S S O N ,  D A V I S
C O L L E G E  O F  A G R I C U L T U R E ,
N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S ,  A N D
D E S I G N

" M U C H  L I K E  T H E  N U T R I T I O N A L
R E L A T I O N S H I P  B E T W E E N  I N S E C T S  A N D
T H E I R  S Y M B I O T I C  F U N G I ,  M E N T O R S
P R O V I D E  S U S T E N A N C E  F O R
U N D E R G R A D U A T E  M E N T E E S  T O
D E V E L O P ,  M A T U R E ,  A N D  D I S S E M I N A T E
I N T O  N E W  E N V I R O N M E N T S ;  I N  R E T U R N ,
F U N D A M E N T A L  I D E A S  A R E
P E R P E T U A T E D  A S  P R O P A G U L E S . "

S I N C E  2 0 1 5 ,  G E N T Z L E R  H A S
M E N T O R E D  O V E R  5 0  D I F F E R E N T
U N D E R G R A D U A T E  R E S E A R C H E R S ,
M A N Y  F O R  M U L T I P L E  S E M E S T E R S .
G E N T Z L E R ’ S  O U T S T A N D I N G  W O R K
W I T H  U N D E R G R A D U A T E S  M A D E  I T
P O S S I B L E  F O R  H E R  T O  R E C E I V E  A N
R 1 5  G R A N T  F R O M  N I H  T H A T  F U N D S  P I
W H O  T R A I N  U N D E R G R A D U A T E
S T U D E N T S .  

A M Y  G E N T Z L E R ,  E B E R L Y
C O L L E G E  O F  A R T S  A N D
S C I E N C E S

L E G L E I T E R  E S T A B L I S H E S  T A N G I B L E
G O A L S  F O R  H I S  M E N T E E S :
" C O N T R I B U T I O N  T O  A  P U B L I S H E D
S C I E N T I F I C  S T U D Y  A N D  P R O D U C T I O N
O F  R E S U L T S  O F  H I G H  E N O U G H
Q U A L I T Y  T O  P R E S E N T  A T  A
S C I E N T I F I C  M E E T I N G . "  H E  H A S
M E N T O R E D  U N D E R G R A D U A T E S  F R O M  A
V A R I E T Y  O F  M A J O R S  A N D  P R O G R A M S .

J U S T I N  L E G L E I T E R ,  E B E R L Y
C O L L E G E  O F  A R T S  A N D
S C I E N C E S

M E G A N  L E I G H T ,  S C H O O L  O F
A R T  A N D  D E S I G N

D R .  L E I G H T ’ S  M E N T O R I N G  O F
U N D E R G R A D U A T E S  I N  R E S E A R C H  G O E S
A B O V E  A N D  B E Y O N D .  I F  I T  W A S N ’ T
F O R  T H E  C O V I D - 1 9  P A N D E M I C ,  O N E
O F  L E I G H T ’ S  R E C E N T  G R A N T S  W O U L D
H A V E  A L L O W E D  T H R E E
U N D E R G R A D U A T E  R E S E A R C H E R S  T O
T R A V E L  T O  G U A T E M A L A  F O R  A N
A R C H A E O L O G Y  P R O J E C T .  L E I G H T
I N S P I R R E S  S T U D E N T S  I N  T H E  A R T S  T O
E X P L O R E  N E W  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  A N D
P U R S U E  R E S E A R C H  O P P O R T U N I T I E S .

https://undergraduateresearch.wvu.edu/mentor/faculty-award
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T h e  H o n o r s  C o l l e g e  a t  W V U  s e e k s  t o  e n g a g e  a l l  u n d e r g r a d u a t e
s t u d e n t s  i n  a n y  c o l l e g e  o r  d i s c i p l i n e  a t  W V U  i n  r e s e a r c h
e x p e r i e n c e s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  g e n e r o u s  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f
U n d e r g r a d u a t e  R e s e a r c h .

F I N A N C I A L  S U P P O R T  F O R  
U N D E R G R A D U A T E  R E S E A R C H  P R O G R A M S

W V U  H O N O R S  C O L L E G E

F u n d e d  b y  N S F ,  t h e  K Y - W V  L S A M P  i s  a  c o n s o r t i u m  o f  c o l l e g e s
a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  c r e a t e ,  e n h a n c e ,  a n d
e x p a n d  p r o g r a m s  d e s i g n e d  t o  b r o a d e n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  i n c r e a s e
t h e  q u a l i t y  a n d  q u a n t i t y  o f  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d
p o p u l a t i o n s  w h o  r e c e i v e  d e g r e e s  i n  S T E M  d i s c i p l i n e s .  O n e  o f  i t s
p r i m a r y  g o a l s  i s  e n g a g e m e n t  i n  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  r e s e a r c h
e x p e r i e n c e s .  E l i g i b l e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  t o  d o  r e s e a r c h  i n
R A P  a n d  S U R E .

L O U I S  S T O K E S  S T E M  P A T H W A Y S  A N D  R E S E A R C H
A L L I A N C E :  K Y - W V  L S A M P  ( W V  P I :  D A V I D  M I L L E R )

A  f e d e r a l  s t u d e n t  a i d  p r o g r a m  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  p a r t - t i m e
e m p l o y m e n t  w h i l e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  e n r o l l e d  i n  s c h o o l  t o  h e l p  p a y
t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  e x p e n s e s .  T h e  p r o g r a m  e n c o u r a g e s  w o r k  r e l a t e d
t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s ’  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e s e a r c h .

F E D E R A L  W O R K  S T U D Y

F u n d i n g  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  A r n o l d  a n d  M a b e l  B e c k m a n  F o u n d a t i o n .
T h e  B e c k m a n  S c h o l a r s  P r o g r a m  p r o v i d e s  i n - d e p t h ,  s u s t a i n e d
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  r e s e a r c h  e x p e r i e n c e s  f o r  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  t a l e n t e d ,
f u l l - t i m e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s .

B E C K M A N  S C H O L A R S  P R O G R A M

I n i t i a t i v e  f u n d e d  b y  N S F  t h a t  a i m s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f
S T E M  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  m a j o r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f i r s t - g e n e r a t i o n  W V
s t u d e n t s .  E l i g i b l e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  t o  d o
r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  F i r s t 2  S u m m e r  I m m e r s i o n  P r o g r a m  a n d  t h r o u g h
R A P .

F I R S T 2  N E T W O R K

W V H E P C  S c i e n c e  &  R e s e a r c h  g e n e r o u s l y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  W V U  S U R E
P r o g r a m  i n  2 0 2 1  e n a b l i n g  6 8  s t u d e n t s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  8 -
w e e k  s u m m e r  p r o g r a m .

W E S T  V I R G I N I A  H I G H E R  E D U C A T I O N  P O L I C Y
C O M M I S S I O N :  S C I E N C E  A N D  R E S E A R C H .

https://www.honors.wvu.edu/
https://undergraduateresearch.wvu.edu/research-opportunities/louis-stokes-alliance-for-minority-participation-lsamp
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/work-study
https://www.beckman-foundation.org/programs/beckman-scholars/
https://first2network.org/
https://www.wvhepc.edu/inside-the-commission/offices-and-affiliates/science-and-research/
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